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Mr. Executive Secretary, Ambassador Tibor Toth,
Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen!


First of all, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to everyone gathered here today for attending the opening ceremony of our photo exhibition, dedicated to commemorating August 29th – the International Day against Nuclear Tests. 
As you are all probably aware, on 2 December 2009, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a Kazakhstan-sponsored resolution declaring August 29th the International Day against Nuclear Tests. 
Today, we are marking the first observance of August 29 as the International Day against Nuclear Tests. 19 years ago, the President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev issued his decree to close down the Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test Site. For half a century, this infamous nuclear testing ground in Northeast Kazakhstan was the largest of its kind in the world – covering 18,000 sq. kilometers – and served as the Soviet Union’s prime venue for conducting nuclear weapons tests. 

From 1949 to 1989, around 500 atmospheric, surface, and below-ground nuclear tests were carried out at Semipalatinsk, damaging the health of the people and environment of the surrounding area. The tragic effects of these nuclear tests will remain in the history and collective consciousness of the people of Kazakhstan. But they also serve to underpin my country’s steadfast support for global nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament, the permanent cessation of nuclear weapons testing, and the creation of a nuclear-weapon-free world. 
From the very outset of our independence, Kazakhstan has been committed to a safer world free of tensions and threats, and certainly, of weapons of mass destruction. As an important step in that direction, 18 years ago, Kazakhstan set its course for a nuclear-weapon-free future and voluntarily renounced the world’s fourth-largest nuclear arsenal. Since then, a nuclear-weapon-free zone had been established among 5 Central Asian nations in 2009 – the first such zone in the Northern Hemisphere. Kazakhstan has remained an active advocate for the peaceful use of nuclear energy.
In his recent message dedicated to the observance of the International Day against Nuclear Tests, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon pointed out that Kazakhstan, having banished nuclear weapons, has become a powerful symbol of hope. It tells us that a world free of nuclear weapons is achievable.
It is time to close all nuclear test sites and address the harm they have caused. It is time we brought the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty into force. It is time for all to seek the security of a world without nuclear weapons. We cannot pass these challenges to succeeding generations. We must each do our part to build a safer, more secure world today.

This photo exhibition was organized for the purposes of not only increasing the public’s awareness of Kazakhstan’s tragic history with nuclear weapons tests, but also to show in pictures our country’s magnificent post-Soviet transformation into an independent, secular, modern and prosperous society located in the heart of Eurasia. I invite everyone to take the time to browse our collection of photos, which will be displayed here in the VIC Rotunda until September 3rd.


And now, I would like to give the floor to His Excellency Ambassador Tibor Toth, the Executive Secretary of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization, who has graciously accepted my invitation to speak about the International Day against Nuclear Tests.


Thank you for your attention. 
